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Preventing the needless
death of children in Vietnam
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for children 
with congenital heart defects



2015

* VCF retrospective study

526 SURGERIES IN 55 PROVINCES

OF CHILDREN LIVE A NORMAL LIFE AFTER SURGERY*94%



60 
districts 

39 
provinces

41,079
children

cardiac ultrasounds

post-operative check-ups & counselling

Identified

who require heart surgery

25,062

2,131

5,600 children

Outreach clinics for
Cardiac Care2007 - 2015



7,824 children seen
791 children found with congenital heart defects 

469 children need surgery

2015

45 clinics
19 provinces



Trained & certified

doctors nurses
trainers

681 179
46

from 149 hospitals & 109 commune health centers

115 life-saving Crash Carts to 
Emergency rooms and Intensive Care units

2009 - 2015

in Advance Pediatric Life Support 
to react quickly and save a child's life



In 2015, VCF expanded the Critical Response
program in partnership with the Ministry of Health,
to focus on the 25 Northern provinces, prioritizing

the poorest provinces. The program aims to prevent
needless death of children in rural areas, where

access to health care is the worst in the country.

Critical Response trains doctors and nurses in
 Pediatric Advanced Life Support. The program also

provides crash carts, equipped with all the
equipment and tools needed to save children.

PALS program training of VCF is very useful to me. I had opportunity to join in such a professional
and exciting course like this. The training materials including books, presentations, and medical

equipment are precious. The instructors are very dedicated and enthusiasm. Although the two-day-
course was too short, I think we should practice and get familiar with such tight time because working

in Emergency Department requires medical staffs highly concentration with tight time counted in
second to save life. I would like to become an instructor so that I could use what I learn today to train
for our staffs in our department in future. I hope VCF would have more and more training courses like

this in many other hospitals.      - Dr. Thu



upgrades & renovations

Da Nang's Women & Children hospital NICU

pieces of life-saving equipment42

$193,960

2010 - 2015

for Da Nang
Quang Nam
Quang Ngai
Khanh Hoa 

Ho Chi Minh City

5 ventilators
17 injection pumps



Class of 2016

mentor & support
disadvantaged

indigenous girls

2010

7-year scholarships
accepted & graduating

from universities

47 girls

2015

27 girls 4-year university
scholarships



Surgery for tumors

cases with complicated tumors

surgeons trained via live surgery
broadcasts, onsite lectures and

teaching clinics.

45

120

Rural Mekong Physician Initiative with Harvard Medical School

Mentoring program for 76 disadvantaged 
2nd year Medical students at 

Ho Chi Minh University of Medicine and Pharmacy

2012 - 2015

2015  Pilot
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Program (79%)

Fundraising
(6.5%)

Admin
(14.5%)

(2)

Donations (2015)

Corporate (48%)

Event (26%)

Grant 
(10%)

Individual 
(15%)
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